
OFFICIAL MINUTES PLANNING 

COMMISSION MEETING 

Oct. 1, 2025 

St. Michael Council Chambers  7:00 p.m. 

PRESENT: Chair Brian Mielke, Commission Members Deborah Briggs, Aaron Craig, Kyle 

Hartnett, Shannan Marshall, and Council Liaison Tom Hamilton. Community Development Director 

Marc Weigle, Associate Planner Joy Isaacson, and Recording Secretary Kristin Thomas were also 

present. Vice-Chair Trevor Ash and Commission Member Laura Bistodeau were excused. Chair Brian 

Mielke called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., declaring a quorum present. The Pledge of Allegiance 

was said.   

SET AGENDA 

Chair Brian Mielke set the agenda. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Commissioners Hartnett/Craig moved to approve the consent agenda, including: 

• Minutes of Sept. 3, 2025, regular Planning Commission meeting.

Motion passed. All voted Aye. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Ordinance Amendment 2503 

Associate Planner Joy Isaacson provided a summary of the request for an amendment to Ordinance 

2503, creating and regulating Places of Worship, Rural as a conditional use in the Agriculture Zoning 

Districts. 

Commission/Staff Discussion 

Staff stated that no changes or additions to the documents previously presented to the Commission 

were made. Discussion included parsonages (in this instance, the existing house) and its use as a 

residence, and considerations if the congregation were to grow, or if the Place of Worship held events 

that included 250 or more attendees.  

Staff shared that a parcel is only allowed one use. If a parcel is listed as a Place of Worship, that would 

be the principal use, and the parsonage would be defined as an accessory building. This means that the 

owner cannot sell off the house as a separate parcel. If the Place of Worship on this parcel were to 

reach over 250 attendees, then it would prompt the need for a new conditional use permit that includes 

a traffic study and a review of parking availability.  
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The Public Hearing was opened at 7:10 p.m. 

Public Statements 

Erik Carlson (representing Applicant) | 7391 20th St. NE 

Carlson stated that this request was intended to allow the Applicant to operate as a church and to 

preserve the land. The Church does not hold large gatherings, nor does it allow receptions or alcohol 

on the premises. 

Hartnett/Marshall moved to close the Public Hearing. 

Motion passed. All voted Aye. 

Mielke closed the Public Hearing at 7:11 p.m. 

Discussion 

The Commission came to a consensus to add language about parcels that are guided Agriculture in the 

Comprehensive Plan. 

Planning Commission Action 

Moved by Craig, seconded by Briggs: 

To recommend to the City Council approval of Ordinance 2503, amending the zoning 

ordinance to add Places of Worship, Rural as conditional uses in the Agricultural Zoning Districts, 

with the condition that the property must be guided agricultural. 

Motion passed. All voted Aye. 

Discussion Items 

Weigle presented discussion items. 

Joint Workshop Recap 

Weigle provided a summary of the Sept. 23, 2025, joint Council/Commission Workshop. 

• Rural Residential | Western St. Michael

Discussed the concept of rural residential zoning to allow for residential development

outside of the City's water and sewer service area.

There was a consensus to create a small Rural Residential Workgroup that consists of three

Planning Commission members and two representatives from the City Council to discuss

this concept in detail.

• Naber Interchange

There is still a strong desire to create an interchange at I-94 and Naber Ave NE (originally

conceived during the 1997 Comprehensive Plan Process), to relieve traffic on Highway

241, and provide opportunities for commercial and industrial development. The main

concern is financing this project.
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Appoint Members to Rural Residential Workgroup 

Weigle requested that three Commissioners volunteer to sit on the Rural Residential Workgroup 

discussed at the Joint Council/Commission Workshop on Sept. 23, 2025. Marshall and Craig 

volunteered. The Commission also stated that Ash previously expressed his interest in being a part of 

this workgroup. 

Members Hartnett/Briggs moved to appoint Commissioners Ash, Marshall, and Craig to the Rural 

Residential Workgroup. All voted Aye. 

Project Updates 

Weigle provided an update on the ongoing projects in the community. 

Craig/Hartnett moved to adjourn. 

Motion passed. All voted Aye. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

________________________________________ 

Kristin Thomas | Recording Secretary 


