
 MINUTES 
REGULAR ST. MICHAEL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 13, 2025 
 
 

St. Michael City Center                 7:00 p.m. 

Present: Mayor Keith Wettschreck; Council Members Joe Hagerty, Ryan Gleason, Tom Hamilton, 
and Zach Schoen; City Administrator Steve Bot; Community Development Director Marc Weigle; 
Finance Director Sue Ferbuyt; City Attorney Dave Lenhardt; and Deputy Clerk Amy Woitalla.  
Mayor Wettschreck called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. declaring a quorum present and the 
pledge of allegiance was said.   

Set Agenda.  City Administrator Steve Bot added a resolution regarding regulatory certainty with 
the MPCA to the City Administrator Report.  Mayor Wettschreck added a report from County 
Commissioner Nadine Schoen immediately following setting the agenda.  Council Members 
Gleason/Hamilton moved to approve the agenda as amended.  All voted aye. 

Commissioner Nadine Schoen.  Schoen gave a brief update on the proposed cost shift with 
unfunded mandates to the Health and Human Services Departments.  Wright County made a “call 
to action” with all Minnesota counties and were planning to meet later in the week in hopes of 
making an impact on the legislature.  Schoen invited staff and Council to attend if interested.   

Citizen Input.  No one asked to be recognized under Citizen Input. 

Consent Agenda.  Councilor Zach Schoen removed Item c for further discussion.  Council 
Members Hagerty/Gleason moved to approve the Consent Agenda Items a) through k), excluding 
c) as listed below.  All voted aye.    

a) Resolution #05-13-25-01 Approving Minutes of the April 22 Council meeting, April 22 
Board of Appeal meeting, and May 6 Council work session  

b) Resolution #05-13-25-02 Authorizing Execution of an Amendment to Development 
Agreement (TIF 3-7, MP Seafood)  

c) **Removed for discussion.  Resolution #05-13-25-03 Approving Purchase of a Sidewalk 
Plowing Tractor 

d) Resolution #05-13-25-04 Approving Low Boy Trailer Replacement Purchase 
e) Resolution #05-13-25-05 Approving and Authorizing Publication of Ordinance 2501 – 

Permitting Veterinary Clinics in the Industrial (I-1) Zoning District. 
f) Resolution #05-13-25-06 Approving Amendment No. 1 to Vista Pointe Final PUD Plan 
g) Resolution #05-13-25-07 Award 2025 Northeast Mill & Overlay Project 
h) Resolution #05-13-25-08 Parks Seasonal Hiring  
i) Resolution #05-13-25-09 Approving WWTP Upgrade Project Payment #17 
j) Resolution #05-13-25-10 Approving Annual Liquor Licenses 
k) Resolution #05-13-25-11 Approving a One-day Temporary On Sale Liquor License 
 

**Councilor Schoen stated in his opinion the quote for the Sidewalk Plowing Tractor was high 
and asked for clarification if this was a special tractor.  Bot explained it is a smaller version to fit 
sidewalks, and it had a special blower to fit this type of tractor.  He added the price is half that of 
some of the more traditional tractors used for this application.  In addition to plowing sidewalks, 
it would also be used in the parks in the summer, so it has dual use.  Council Members 
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Hagerty/Schoen moved to approve Resolution 05-13-25-03 Approving Sidewalk Plowing Tractor 
Purchase.  All voted aye. 
Sheriff’s Office Report.  Wright County Deputy Kimberly Pagel reported there had been 569 
calls for service since the last meeting.      

Fire Relief – Annual Report.  Fire Relief Secretary Mikal Knotek spoke to say he was so proud 
to be part of the department and the relief board serving the community.  He reported there were 
currently 29 paid on call and 3 reserves on the department.  Knotek said the relief fund is strong 
and healthy, and they have had great advisement from the board and the financial advisor.  The 
relief board met on April 9th and voted unanimously to increase the payout amount to $7100/year 
of service and were looking for approval from the Council.  Council Members Gleason/Hagerty 
moved to approve increasing the payout amount to $7100/year of service.  All voted aye. 

STMA Youth Baseball.  Chris Geryol, Levi Fry, and Ron Wetzel were present from STMA Youth 
Baseball and gave updates on such things as registration, program challenges, tournaments hosted 
in STMA, and improvement projects.  They had been working with public works on multiple 
projects and said they hope to work with the City on future projects as well.  One thing they have 
seen while traveling to other communities is the “pin wheel complex” that has fields on the outside 
and the concession stand in the middle.  They look at this type of complex as a program opportunity 
in the future.             

LB Carlson – Bill Lauer – 2024 Annual Financial Report.  Finance Director Sue Ferbuyt 
introduced Bill Lauer with LB Carlson.  Lauer explained the role of the Auditor and said the City 
had three separate audits:  the Financial Statement Audit, the Federal “Single Audit”, and the MN 
Legal Compliance Audit.  During these audits, they issued a clean or unmodified opinion which is 
the best they can give.  There were a couple findings relating to limited segregation of duties, and 
material prior period adjustment as part of the first audit, and one finding related to timely payment 
of claims with the third audit.  Lauer ended by reviewing fund balance changes and budget 
comparisons and said the City was in a strong financial position.  Council Members 
Hamilton/Gleason moved to accept the 2024 Financial Report and single audit as presented.  All 
voted aye.    

Fire Department Report.  Fire Chief Tim Fiedler reported 252 calls so far for the year, which 
was up from 208 the previous year.   

New Engines Update.  Fiedler stated he and the new engine committee traveled to the Pierce 
Factory in Wisconsin and went through each line item for the new trucks.  During the review, they 
found some new safety items that were not available to begin with which increased the price of 
the trucks by $27,446.36.  If approved, the added items would cover water valves, traction control 
system, HiViz Roof Light, Garden Hose Outlet, and Cab Steps with Grip Inserts.  Bot added he 
didn’t see an issue with the extra cost and thought this should be within the equipment budget.  
Chief Fiedler said the engines should be built by the end of November and arrive sometime in 
January.  Council Members Hagerty/Gleason moved to approve the amended budget item request 
as submitted.  All voted aye. 
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Community Development Report.   

Planning Commission Update.  Weigle said two items from the meeting were approved under 
consent to include an amendment to the Vista Pointe Final PUD Plan to allow accessory buildings 
as well as adding Veterinary Clinics as a permitted use in the I-1 Industrial District.   

EDA Update.  Weigle reported the annual business breakfast went well again this year with Tim 
Zipoy from Central MN Jobs Training Services as the speaker.  During their regular meeting, the 
EDA authorized to amend the purchase agreement for 32 Main Street South to include a new 
September 15 closing date.  Members also reviewed a request from Inland Development Partners 
for another extension on the closing date in the Naber Business Park, but they declined at this time.  
This could be considered again down the road as there are still four months to move forward with 
the closing.  Lastly, the purchase agreement for the 1-acre parcel on Mackenzie Court is nearly 
executed.  The parcel has 4-5 feet of mixed fill on top that needs to be corrected, so there are extra 
expenses to make it work.  The buyers offered the asking price of $100,000 but requested an 
$85,000 credit to deal with the poor soils.  The EDA thought this would add a lot of jobs, was a 
good use, and decent tax base, and they accepted the offer. 

City Administrator Report.   

Lander Avenue & 32nd Street Improvements – Receive bids & order Assessment Hearing 
(Resolution).  Administrator Bot stated we have been working on this project to get the road rebuilt 
to include some traffic calming measures for quite some time.  He added the City was able to get 
a $1.5 million grant which put the project in a good position financially.  Bids were opened May 
9th and numbers came in under the engineers’ estimate.  The next step was to hold an Assessment 
Hearing and staff proposed holding the public hearing at the June 10th Council meeting.  Council 
Members Gleason/Schoen moved to approve Resolution #05-13-25-12 Ordering Assessment 
Hearing for the Lander Avenue & 32nd Street Improvements Project.  All voted aye. 

Resolution Regarding Regulatory Certainty with the MPCA.  Bot explained with the proposed 
wastewater treatment plant update; the State is offering regulatory certainty for the next 20 years.  
After a brief explanation, Council Members Gleason/Hamilton moved to adopt Resolution #05-
13-25-13 Approving Regulatory Certainty Agreement with the Minnesota Pollution Control 
agency contingent on project being funded and approved.  All voted aye. 

City Attorney Report.  Attorney Dave Lenhardt had nothing to report.   

Approval of Claims.  Council Members Gleason/Hamilton moved to approve checks #50400-
50463, credit card and ACH transactions in the total amount of $1,589,745.67.  All voted aye. 

Adjourn.  Council Members Gleason/Hagerty moved to adjourn at 8:34 p.m. All voted aye.  

Attest: 

 

_____________________________     ________________________________  

Deputy Clerk      Mayor 


