
MINUTES 
REGULAR ST. MICHAEL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MAY 24, 2022 
 

St. Michael City Center 7:00 p.m. 
Present: Mayor Keith Wettschreck; Council Members Ryan Gleason, Joe Hagerty, Tom Hamilton; 
and Nadine Schoen City Administrator/Public Works Director Steve Bot; City Attorney David 
Lenhardt; Community Development Director Marc Weigle; Finance Director Sue Ferbuyt, and 
Deputy Clerk Amy Woitalla.  Mayor Wettschreck called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. declaring 
a quorum present and the pledge of allegiance was said.   
Set Agenda.  Bot added conference and event updates under the City Administrator Report.  Weigle 
suggested switching C and D under the Community Development Report.  Council Members 
Gleason/Hamilton moved to approve the agenda as amended.  All voted aye. 
Citizen Input.  No one asked to be recognized under citizen input.  
Consent Agenda.  Council Members Gleason/Hamilton moved to approve the Consent Agenda 
Items a) through f) as listed below.  All voted aye.       

a) Resolution #05-24-22-01 Approving Minutes of the May 10th Continued Board of Appeal 
and May 10th City Council Meeting  

b) Resolution #05-24-22-02 Approving April Financial Report 
c) Resolution #05-24-22-03 Approving Hiring Travis Evenson to Paid-on-Call Status for the 

St. Michael Fire Department 
d) Resolution #05-24-22-04 Hiring Seasonal Parks Worker 
e) Resolution #05-24-22-05 Approving Limited Use Permit for Operation of a Sidewalk in 

Minnesota State Highway Right-of-Way  
f) Resolution #05-24-22-06 Approving 2022 Blown Compost Seeding Quote 

Sheriff’s Office Report.  Wright County Deputy Tyler Ellison was present to say there was nothing 
trending and gave dates of some upcoming events taking place at the Sheriff’s Office.   
2021 Audit Report – Bill Lauer MMKR.  Bill Lauer with MMKR was present to review the 2021 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report with the Council.  He thanked staff for the work completed 
on the report and said everything was found to be in good order and ready when they came out.  He 
said for the 2021 audit MMKR issued a clean opinion, which is the highest they can give.  There were 
no compliance findings to report.  Lauer mentioned a lack of segregation of duties as stated in past 
years due to the small staff in the business office.  He reviewed fund balance changes and budgeted 
versus actual revenues and expenditures for the general fund and enterprise funds.  Overall, it was a 
very good report and St. Michael is doing well financially.  Council Members Hamilton/Hagerty 
moved to accept the 2021Comprehensive Annual Financial Report as reported.  All voted aye. 
Annual Fire Relief Update.  The St. Michael Fireman’s Relief Association was present to provide 
its annual update to the Council.  President Shane Suchy and Secretary Mikal Knotek spoke of the 
association’s financial position, noting the funding ratio as of April 20, 2022, was 136%.  The 
department currently has 30 members and 3 reserves.  After talking with their financial advisor and 
watching recent market changes, this year members unanimously voted for a $600 increase up to 
$5,000 per year of service.  Council Members Hagerty/Gleason moved to validate and approve the 
proposed increase up to $5000 per year of service to be effective July 1, 2022.  All voted aye. 
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Community Development Report. 
PUBLIC HEARING – Lot 2, Block 1, Mosby Barthel – Vacation of Easements.  Community 
Development Director Marc Weigle reviewed the vacation of easements and said this was something 
overlooked as part of the Lakeshore Park plat.  There were still old easements from the Mosby Barthel 
plat that had been replatted with Lakeshore Park and now there are two sets of easements dedicated 
over the same area.  Mayor Wettschreck opened the hearing for public comment at 7:33 p.m.  There 
being no public comment, the public hearing was closed at 7:33 p.m.  Council Members 
Gleason/Hamilton moved to approve Resolution No. 05-24-22-07 Vacating Drainage and Utility 
Easements.  All voted aye. 
Barthel Park Playground. Weigle said staff had been working with St. Croix Recreation on a revised 
playground design.  The main play area stayed the same, but they gave options for changing the 
spinner to come closer to the $100,000 budget without changing the park much.  Pros and cons were 
discussed between the two components, and after brief discussion, Council Members 
Hamilton/Gleason moved to approve the Barthel Park Playground Proposal to include the Rev8 
spinner in the amount of $117,534 pending attorney review.  All voted aye. 
Barthel Park Trail.  Weigle reviewed a request from Jeanette and Don Ende to eliminate the previously 
discussed paved trail in Barthel Park that runs along their property.  Alternatively, the developer could 
provide a gravel trail for maintenance access that could then be seeded instead of paved since there 
are other trail entrances.  The only potential drawback is that owners may have been given information 
regarding a trial that now would not go in, although Weigle did not see it on M/I’s website.  This 
would not be a big cost savings to the City, but it would be to the Developer that was responsible for 
paving.  Weigle said when the original preliminary plat was approved, we didn’t know what the park 
would look like.  Now that we have the design, we can better plan for maintenance.  Council Members 
Schoen/Gleason moved to direct staff to contact M/I Homes to just construct a gravel/grass trail 
without paving.  All voted aye.  Consensus of the Council was for Weigle to suggest a donation 
towards benches and picnic tables in place of the paved trail.   
I-94/TH 241 Bridge Railing City Sign/Logo Options Continued Discussion.  Weigle reported he 
spoke with MnDOT about installing a logo in the center of the westbound portion of the bridge.  A 
road closure would likely be required with an estimated cost of $1500.  Consensus of the Council was 
to approve the extra fees to close the road for a short time for installation of the sign in the center of 
the roadway as it would be great visibility for St. Michael.  A more permanent sign could be discussed 
in the future.   
City Administrator Report. Administrator Bot updated the Council on some upcoming events and 
conferences suggesting anyone interested in attending should reach out to him.     
City Attorney Report.  Attorney Dave Lenhardt updated the Council on the nonconforming use at 
104/108 Main Street North.  He intends to reply to the owner in writing in the next day or two. 
Approval of Claims.  Council Members Gleason/Hamilton moved to approve checks #47082-47125, 
credit card and ACH transactions in the total amount of $489,686.06.  All voted aye. 
Adjourn.  Council Members Hagerty/Gleason moved to adjourn at 8:17 p.m. All voted aye.  
Attest: 
 
_____________________________     ________________________________  
City Clerk      Mayor 


